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A NEW 
NORMAL


Virtual production 
methods, tools, and 

pipelines will have been 
normalised across the 

industry by 2025

The 2021 Nostradamus report from analyst Johanna Koljonen suggests that virtual 
production will become the industry norm over the next five years.


Currently, the Nostradamus report details, threshold for hands-on experience with virtual 
production is low, with tools becoming more and more accessible. Installations that currently 
require a significant investment will also lower in price over time.


The shift of production pipelines will facilitate the transition as current post-production 
processes move into pre-production and different formats and media converge to create  
new opportunities for multiplatform storytelling, creative talent and creative technology skill 
sets.


“The term Virtual Production covers a real range of applications from previsualisation and 
fully CG animated projects to the LED-wall in-camera visual effects made famous by ‘The 
Mandalorian,” said Alex Stolz, Future of Film. “What’s exciting is that it is already possible for 
filmmakers to use this technology, just not necessarily yet in a huge professional studio 
volume. There’s a knowledge gap and there’s an education gap, but there’s not an 
accessibility issue—with the underlying game engine tools like Unreal Engine available for 
free.”


Virtual production is not limited to big productions like “The Mandalorian,” Koljonen points 
out. Virtual production techniques are already being used in broadcasting, particularly in 
news studios. 


The Nostradamus report also forecasts that in five years “all ‘TV’ will be streaming first, with 
video on demand understood as the standard viewing option and linear channels the 
specialise alternative.” As a result, household SVOD spending will become even bigger.
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