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Impact horizon

H1	 H2	 H3

Potential scale of impact

★ ★ ★ ★

Certainty of outcome

★ ★ ★ ★

The Guardian	Sources Date

UNETHICAL 
MANUFACTURING


40% of UK solar farms use 
panels made by Chinese 
companies accused of 

exploiting forced 
labour

Confidential industry data suggests that up to 40% of the UK’s solar farms have been built 
using panels manufactured by Chinese solar companies accused of exploiting forced labour 
camps in Xinjiang province - including the the biggest solar panel companies Jinko Solar, JA 
Solar and Trina Solar.


These firms have been named in a recent report on the internment of more than 1 million 
men and women from the Muslim Uyghur community, in what UK MPs have voted to 
describe as genocide. 


While many of the UK’s existing solar farms were built were built before 2016, a string of 
more recent deals raise questions about how carefully UK businesses and government 
agencies are vetting their supply chains. The UK Ministry of Defence (MoD), for example, 
revealed plans to install the first of 80 solar farms on the army estate at Leconfield, east 
Yorkshire, using thousands of panels made by Trina Solar as part of a deal with the UK energy 
firm Centrica.


Some of the UK’s most prolific solar developers have used panels from the Xinjiang-linked 
companies. Panels from the Chinese companies were used in projects built since 2016 by the 
FTSE 100 water company United Utilities, Scottish Water, and large solar developers including 
Bluefield Solar, Foresight Solar, and Solarcentury, owned by Norway’s Statkraft.


Chris Hewett, chief executive of Solar Energy UK,  said the UK solar industry was working with 
international trade bodies to develop a “traceability protocol” to safeguard the global supply 
chain from human rights abuses.
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