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MISSING 
OUT?


The UK has failed to make 
a list of nations that have 
increased their share of 

robots used in 
manufacturing

 September 2020International Federation of 
RoboticsSources Date

A 2020 report on global investment in robotics by the International Federation of Robotics 
highlights how the UK is losing ground to international competitors. The report lays bare just 
how far behind the UK is when it comes to the use of industrial robotics. Crucially, it is a 
worsening problem, highlighted by the figures for the compound annual growth rate 
between 2014 and 2019.


For the UK, this stands at -1%, which contrasts with the figure for Western Europe of +6%.


Another key figure is that 73% of global robot installations take place in the top five 
countries - Singapore, Korea, Japan, Germany and Sweden.


Asia remains the strongest market for industrial robots – operational stock for the region’s 
largest adopter China rose by 21% and reached 783,000 units in 2019. Japan ranks second 
with an increase of 12%. With 26,300 units – plus 15% -  India has doubled the number of 
industrial robots operating in the country’s factories in five years,. The share of newly 
installed robots in Asia was about two thirds of global supply.


“The UK has a surprisingly low robot stock for a Western European country in the 
manufacturing industry,” commented Milton Guerry, president of the International 
Federation of Robotics. “Though the UK’s operational stock hits a new record, other 
European countries like France, Italy and Germany have between two times and ten times 
the stock in operation. The automotive and the general industry need to invest in 
automation technology to keep up with international competition.”


While there is a level of enthusiasm amongst UK manufacturers when it comes to robots and 
automation, the IFR report shows how much work is to be done in turning this positivity into 
tangible growth. The most effective way to boost industry is to increase the numbers of 
robot installations across all sectors. That includes sectors that have been receptive to date, 
such as automotive, as well as areas such as medical, food and beverage, plastics, and any 
manufacturing process which has yet to embrace the productivity benefits of automation.


Ultimately, UK manufacturing must see this latest IFR report as a shot in the arm, and act 
decisively if it is to avoid falling further behind international competitors.
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